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VIDAL / SOLSONA

Acoustic Project & String Quartet

Narcís Vidal: Spanish & acoustic guitar, “requinto”, composition

Vicenç Solsona: Spanish guitar, “requinto”, “tres”

Rai Ferrer: Double bass

David Xirgu: Drums & percussions

Olvida Lanza: Violin

Jordi Coll: Violin

Pere Bardagí: Viola

Manuel Martinez del Fresno: Cello

Improvisation, folklore, Mediterranean, ethnic, South American, flamenco, popular songs, jazz, world music, Catalonian, Spanish, global area…

All those concepts, which could seem to be in opposition, are united in a single proposal. 

The “Acoustic Project” relies on their genuine characters to establish its creation, becoming an unusual & ideal formation in the service of its founder’s creativity.

“Acoustic” is not a simple word. No electric guitars, nor synthesizers, or samplers. The wood is basic in this group: Spanish & acoustic guitars, “tres”, “requinto”, large guitar,”cajón”… are used to convey the genuine character of it’s music.
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NARCÍS VIDAL 

guitars & composition

His professional background starts in 1981, working with diverse jazz groups, appearing in many clubs and festivals in Spain & Europe: Quartet de Quatre, Quinta Avenida (Festival de Jazz de Barcelona 1987), Elefunk, Doble V, Berlin (Mercè 1989), Madagascar (Mercè 1990, Mercé 1991, Jazz Kölhn Festival 1992, Jazz Leverkusen Festival 1994, Festival de Jazz de Barcelona 1995) Narcís Vidal Trio, Orquestra de l'Associació de Músics de Jazz de Catalunya (Mercè 1990, Festival de Música de Torroella de Montgrí 1992, Festival de Música Altaveu 1993), Orquestra del Teatre Lliure (Festival de Perelada 1993, Mercat de les Flors 1995) etc….
Composition and arrangement are an important part of his activity, outlining his work with the group Madagascar, and his trio. The group received the “Associació de Músics de Jazz de Catalunya” award to the best group of the year in 1993 & 1995 & the “Ràdio Nacional” award for its contribution to Jazz in Catalonia.

His compositions for big band are: Puerta de Embarque (Performance: Grec festival of Barcelona '90), Forat Negre (Third prize of the SGAE jazz composition competition in 1992), Lladres i Serenos (Première: festival Altaveu '93) Saracatona, Iberiada (Second prize of the Iberjazz ‘98 competition. (Performance: La Habana, Cuba.)

He created the arrangements for “Il Teatro alla moda” featuring Rosa Novell, a show based on Mozart arias. (Xacobeo 99 i Festival de Perelada 99), and for the music of Nadie conoce a nadie, an Alejandro Amenabar’s movie & El cielo abierto ,a Miguel Albadalejo’movie.

En Cartel, with Madagascar (Dindi Records), Monster’s Gallery, with his trio (La Col.lecció del Taller) & Passejada with the Vidal/Solsona Acoustic Project, VSAP (SatchmoJazz) are some of his recordings.
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VICENÇ SOLSONA  

guitars

Studies at the “Taller de Músics de Barcelona” with José Luís Gàmez, Lluís Vidal, Albert Cubero, Sean Levitt and Iñaki Salvador and graduated in Studies of Modern Music at INCANOP.

He attends several jazz seminars with among others:John Abercrombie, Tete Montoliu i Mulgrew Miller.

Studies of acoustic guitar with Manuel Gonzàlez and Alex Garrobé at The Luthier School of  Barcelona, attending David Rusell, José Tomas and Sergio Odair Assad’s seminars.

In 1988 he wins the 2d prize of the Berlin Youth International Competition with Big Barna Band 

His group Kkuet is selected for the” Mostra Nacional de Jazz” in Eivissa (1989)

He plays at the International Jazz Festival of Debrecen (Hungaria)

Performance at the Jazz Festival of Terrasa with the Cuban pianist Bebo Valdés.

Barcelona Jazz Festival with the group Jazzona.

On tour with ”Tres Generaciones”, featuring Paquito D'Rivera, Patato Valdés and Lucrecia.

He worked with the cuban singer Lucrecia in production, arrangements and as musical director.

In theatre he worked with Dagoll Dagom in the musical “CACAO”, music by Santiago Auserón, conducting Xavier Capellas. 

His discography includes among other recordings: Vicenç Solsona Quartet and Ida y Vuelta, works with thecuban singer Lucrecia (Me debes un beso, Prohibido, Pronósticos, Cubáname, Mis boleros) and collaborations with Joan Monné, Eladio Reinón and the Big Latin Band.
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RAI FERRER 
Double bass

He works with many diferent  jazz groups and musicians among which are Joan Monné, Víctor de Diego, Perico Sanbeat, Jorge Rossy, and José Luís Gàmez, playing in international festivals (Barcelona '93,  Eivissa '94, Guetxo '93, Lugo '93; Leverkussen Jazz Festival '93 with the group Madagascar).

He also played with Alan Skidmore, Julian Argüelles, Pietro Tonolo, Bob Sands, Jeff Ballard etc.

He made an appearance in the show 8/8: Les altres visions, celebrating 100 years of cinema and played for the 27th Barcelona Jazz Festival.

He also worked in musicals: Estan tocant la nostra cançó (1989), and Flor de nit (1992) and with the symphonic orchestra Germinans.

His work includes recording for jingles, and collaborations with singers like Marina Rossell.

He worked on television for TV3 show “Setciències Nit” playing in the orchestra.

He performed with the Big Band of the Taller de Músics (Barcelona) and with the Orquestra de Cambra d'Andorra i Carme Canela, as a member of the Lluís Vidal Trio. 

He is part of the Joan Monné Trio, Carme Canela Quartet, Narcís Vidal trio, David Xirgu Quartet, and Gorka Benítez Trio.

He recently founded his own trio, and recorded Llum al final with Satchmo records.

His discography includes: works with David Xirgu Quartet (Ugrix i Indolents), Joan Monné (Son song i Mireia) and Carme Canela (Introducing, Cravo e Canela i Iris)
He taught from 1991 to 1996 at the Barcelona Taller de Músics and is now a teacher of the city music school of Santa Perpétua de la Mogoda.
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DAVID XIRGU  

Drums 

Born in Badalona. His favourite music as a child was jazz (Art Blakey, Thelonious Monk, Max Roach, Miles Davis, Modern Jazz Quartet),soul &funk (Sly & The Family Stone, James Brown, Ottis Redding, Aretha Franklin) , zarzuela, Spanish copla and Catalonian folklore .

Although he started studying piano and solfa, he was always found of drums in which he is an autodidact.

At the age of 18, he starts modern music studies, and in 1985 collaborated with, and founded many groups, outlining his work with Lluís Vidal trio, Carme Canela and theTeatre Lliure Chamber Orchestra.

His most relevant recordings are: David Xirgu Quartet  (Ugrix i Indolents) with Carme Canela  (Introducing, Cravo e Canela i Iris), Chris Kase (Te espero aquí) , Madagascar (En cartel), David Mengual (Mosaic Nonet), Joan Monné (Son song i Mireia) ,l’Orquestra de Cambra Teatre Lliure (Featuring Dave Liebman, Porgy & Bess i Tribute to Duke Ellington amb Narcís Vidal (Monster's Gallery) and with Lluis Vidal (Tren Nocturn, Milikituli i Dave Liebman & Lluís Vidal Trío)
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OLVIDO LANZA 

Violin

Born in Barcelona in 1969, he studies at the “Conservatori Superior de Música de Barcelona”. 

He performed many concerts in Spain for which he was awarded: Conservatori Superior de Música de Barcelona honour prize, first prize at Joan Massià competition and chamber music first prize of the Juventud Musical de Espanya competition.

In 1988 a Queen Sofia scholarship allows him to work with the Camerata Lysy at Yehudi Menuhin’s academy in Gstaad.

He also worked with the OBC (Orquestra Ciutat de Barcelona i Nacional de Catalunya), the Soloists of Catalonia, and l’Orquestra del Gran Teatre del Liceo, and the Teatre Lliure chamber orchestra, with which he later performed many recordings for Harmonia Mundi.

A scholarship fromc “la Caixa de Catalunya” Foundation grants him the opportunity of two years of studies with Vartan Manoogian at Madison university (Wisconsin, USA).

He also worked with the Palau de la Música Catalana chamber orchestra (Conductor: Gonçal Comellas), and the  national chamber orchestra  of Andorra (ONCA) (Conductor: Gerard Claret).

In 1992 he creates, along with Antonio Ruiz Mellado (piano) and Lito Iglesias (cello), theTrío Novalls awarded with the 1st prize at the National Chamber music competition “Montserrat Alavedra”.

From 1996 he is member of Albert Guinovart group with the singer Carme Canela. 

He recently collaborated with the singer Maite Martin, and the composer and pianist Carles Santos, the North American guitaristJim Hall, and Steve Wonder.
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JORDI COLL

Violin 

Jordi Coll was born in Barcelona, where he started his musical studies. In 1988 he is granted with the 1st prize at the "Ciutat de Cervera" violin competition and start studying with Eva Graubin.

After his studies at the” Conservatori Superior de Barcelona”, he goes to La Haye “ Koninklijk academy” where his teachers are Kees Hülsmann and Mieke Biesta, soloists of the Rotterdam Philharmonic and graduates four years later. 

His chamber music works with the Vivace Trio, the String Quartet Abrone and the Mondrian String Quartet, was rewarded with several prizes and performances in Spain and Holland.

He is also member of the string octet "Barcelona Collage", the "Quartet Dialogue" and the "Trio Artabria".

He often collaborates with diferent orchestras like “la Jove Orquestra de Catalunya” (JOSC), the Royal Academy Orchestra of La Haye, was concertino for “la Capella Acadèmica” de Barcelona and is “la Camerata Gaudí “concertino and works mainly with the “Orquestra Nacional de Cambra d´Andorra”.
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PERE BARDAGÍ 
Viola

He was born in Barcelona where he started his studies of violin, chamber music and harmony with professors like Josep Mª Alpiste, Alberto Lysy, Gerard Claret and Gyorgi Sebok.

He taught in different schools of Catalonia and was concertino for the Palau de la Música Catalana Chamber Orchestra, guest concertino for the Orquestra Ciudad de Granada, and for ten years concertino of the Teatre Lliure Chamber Orchestra, with which he performed in France, Portugal, United Kingdom, Italy, Bulgary, Germany, Israel, etc... and did many recordings for Harmonia Mundi as well for TV and radio and collaborated with various artists.

He also plays baroque music, as well as jazz and dedicates himself at the moment to chamber music with the National Chamber Orchestra of Andorra, and the String Quintet Invisibles and to the tango instrumental group Araca. In 1999 he presented a composition for string orchestra: Andorra Màgica performed by the National Chamber Orchestra of Andorra, and worked on the recording in tribute to Ellington Teatre Lliure Chamber Orchestra. In 2000 he performed at the Marciac Jazz Festival with a string quartet andJim Hall’s group.
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MANUEL MARTINEZ DEL FRESNO 
Cello
His musical studies started in Oviedo, and studied with Lluis Claret. He went to Bonn with a scholarship from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, studied with Marçal Cervera and Cristoph Henkel in Freiburg (Germany), and Charles Tunnell in London (U K). 

He was one of the founders and first Cello of the “J.O.N.D.E.”, played in the “Symphonic Orchestra of Asturias “and the “Orquestra del Gran Teatre del Liceo”  and works regularly  with the “O.B.C.”. 

He is at the moment member of the Andorra National Chamber Orchestra,  the Orquestra Barroca Catalana, and teaches music.

As a soloists he worked with La Orquesta Sinfónica de Asturias, la J.O.N.D.E. and l’Orquestra Nacional de Cámara de Andorra, and performed recordings of classic music for “Anacrusi” and “Columna Música”.

He also played cello in recordings (live & studio) with Robert Plant i Jimmy Page (Led Zeppelin), Jim Hall, John Zorn, Serrat,  Tomatito, Mª del Mar Bonet, Nina, Carles Casas, Kitflus, J.A. Amargós, J.M. Bardagí, Xavier Capellas, Orquesta del Caos, Bunbury, Fundación Tony Manero, Alfonso Vilallonga, Companyía Mudances, l´Anónima Imperial, Emilio Solla, Lluis Vidal,  Jorge Rossy...
PRESS

VIDAL/SOLSONA ACOUSTIC PROJECT 

"Passejada" (SJR 00043J)
This two guitarists’ Acoustic Project uses many chord including Carme Canela’s vocal chords and her most imaginative and gracious voice…

The first measures of” Passejada” recall us of running clear water a difficult sound to reproduce but easy to evoke. The following theme, “Aigua”, a tribute to Michel Legrand keeps up with the evocation in the same clear way. This is a kind of modern musical poem with Carioca touches, supported by Carme Canela’s suggestive medium low voice and the fluttering strings.

One of the most interesting themes comes out of the question” Dou you mean it’s a waltz?” and finds an answer in the Spanish guitar and bass, through moments of virtuosity and a clear crystal like sound.

Each title a description of its corresponding theme which whose very first notes guide us in a quasi magical way: “Camí de ronda” takes us to Andalusia, the bolero “Hem de parlar” and it’s romantic touch creates the perfect atmosphere for a reconciliation and “Etnic” sends us to distant continents which eventually and even really are present in our’s.

A brilliant project, that still could mature and worth to listen on moments of creativity for instance.

Cuadernos de Jazz

F. Bezos
VIDAL/SOLSONA ACOUSTIC PROJECT & STRING QUARTET 

Lugar y fecha: Luz de Gas. Festival de Jazz de Barcelona

Narcís Vidal and Vicenç Solsona are two guitarists into the Jazz orbit, united in an acoustic project whose first result is the CD “Passejada”.

In their live presentation, the duo was accompanied by David Xirgu (Drums) and Rai Ferrer (Double bass). During the 2d part, this interesting proposal was enhanced by the delicate evolutions of a string quartet, mastery led by Olvido Lanza’s violin and Pere Bardagí’s viola.

Although the first part was of great quality such as “Hem de parlar”,  a masterpiece of a bolero, the most creative and brilliant moments occurred during the  two quartets encounter. The quality of Vidal and Solsona’s soloists’ interventions reached a new dimension in the field of modern string.

From “Camí de ronda” build on the rhythmical beat of Cha Cha Cha to the funny extroversion of “Aviam”, the compositions and arrangements show a remarkable creativity.

As a final the group performed a stimulating version of the very famous “Tico Tico” ending with a wonderful drums solo by David Xirgú.

Narcís Vidal and Vicenç Solsona may need some more stage experience, but their music is really mature.

Karles Torra

La Vanguardia (27/XI/2002)
VIDAL/SOLSONA ACOUSTIC PROJECT 

"Passejada" (SJR 00043J)
 For his most recent creation, the guitarist from Barcelona, Narcís Vidal has worked in association with another guitarist: Vicenç Solsona.

Together they published “Passejada”, featuring the “Barcelona Collage” string quartet and the singer Carme Canela.

The guests’ performances are somehow anecdotic, for the CD is mainly built upon a guitar duo.

The use of all kind of instruments gives the recording a smooth sonority, emphasised in various themes.

In others, a Mediterranean spirit dominates the compositions, reaching a jazzfusion supported by the two guitarists’ virtuosity.

Todas las nocedades.com 

VIDAL/SOLSONA ACOUSTIC PROJECT 

"Passejada" (SJR 00043J)
Narcís Vidal and Vicenç Solsona bring their new Project to “L’espai” stage.

After their first appearance in the last Barcelona Jazz Festival, collecting the applauses of the critics, Narcís Vidal and Vicenç Solsona will be back with their last musical project, the Vidal / Solsona Acoustic Project in company of David Xirgú (drums), Rai Ferrer (double bass) and a string quartet led by the violinist Pere Bardagí.

The group will present the themes of their last recording “Passejada”, published in 2000.

Vidal, whose composition and arrangements for his previous group “Madagascar” were awarded with the prize for the best group of the year from “l’Associació de Musics de Jazz de Catalunya”, explores in that case, the fields of Jazz, and Ethnic music focusing on South American rhythms.

An acoustic formula in which guitars will make the link between others string instruments such as the “requinto” and the “tres”.

Sputniktv.com

VIDAL/SOLSONA ACOUSTIC PROJECT 

Griffin. Sabadell
These two excellent guitarists share a same academic background at the “conservatori”.

Far from giving up with improvisation, they decided to “dust off the classic guitars in aim to create an acoustic proposal that nourishes itself from the many rhythms of “world music” and of the South American folklore…

They created an atmosphere of privacy, smooth melodies and delicacy, keeping up with Jazz spontaneity, based on Narcís Vidal original music.

Carles Gascón.

Diari de Sabadell
Contact

Narcís Vidal

C/Sepúlveda 164 2º 1ª

08011 Barcelona

93 424 55 13

617 40 52 02

narcis@narcisvidal.com

http://www.narcisvidal.com


Calen 6 cadires: quatre per el quartet de corda i dues pels guitarristes
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